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1, The fall maneuvers of the "ighth is Army were covered by Live 

groups of sources. The reports ty 68 sources who covered four of the 
phases fron 1 to 20 October 1952 were processed and ewatuated indi— 
vidually as well ar collectively. It is therefore possible 3 confirn 
the. individual reports ami to sain an undesstanding of the course and 
objective of the exercise as well as of the movenents » occupancy of 
barracks installetions after the pre-winter evacuation of fall enc 
merits , 
The T/ 
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een evaluated in this stucy. 
2. The movenents of the Bighth Gds Army can be divided into pericuds of time 
as follows: 


a, From i te 10 October 1952, part of the troops and billeting equipwent 
‘were traisported to the hone stations from the troop trainin: grounds 
in Ohrdruf, Kindel am Lossa. During this period, 49 trains consisting 
of 253 converted boxcars, CO boxcars and. 1,095 flatears involving 2h 
APUs were observed, 


b. From 5 to 10 Cetober 1952,part of the troops moved from the troop 

‘training grourds to the assembly areas for tne fall maneuvers in the 

Dessau~./icsenburg area, During this period, 55 trains consisting of 

é flatcars, involving 32 APs, 

“ag well as 7 trains of the IV Arty Corps were observed, < 
4 Gonparison of the number of cars of the various types used for thers 
two novenents shows that the troops who moved from 1 to 10 Cetober 
required GO) boxcars, and therefore it is concluded that they carried 
six tines the amount of billeting equipnont and baycage to the troop train. 


dng grounds that they actually needed for tais sirrt-tern axercises 


co From G to October 1942, another part of the Force marched to the 
assembly areas by road, 
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3, Information obtained indicated that the course of the exercise was 
as follows: The XXIX dds Mtz lifle Corps assembled in the Lessau- 
Locthen-ialle-Sitterfeld area, south of the “lbe Liver, constituting 
the Unite lorce.? The following units were attached to this corps, 
the L&th iow Arty Orig (US) of the 6th Arty Div, the 12th ‘Iv ‘iow 
Arty 3rig (US) of the 6th arty Div, elements of the 3kth Arty Div, 
the 25th locket Launcher brig of the IV Arty Corps of the Gora, the 
unidentified ensineer regiment in Sernbure anc the 36th Pon bridge 
Rect in Uasdeburg of the GOPs, anc the army Engr Legt and elements of 
the 13th Ask Lav of the “ishth Gds army. 


h. The XXVIII Gds ‘te nifle Corps assemolec in the area near veclita and 
wLesenbury southeast of the Altengrabay troop trainin: crounts, consti- 
tuting the ked Force nerth of the Ulbe River. is 54 trains went to the 
maneuver areca and 136 trains returned to tho howe stations fron that 
area, it Would appear that at least one half of the troops involved 
moved to th: maneuver area by road. 


5, load novenenta observed included: 


(1) The wovement of the 16th How Arty Brig (US) of the IV Arty Corps 
which, on G October, uoved from Altengrabew to the area southeast 
of Dessau via ciesar-./jesenbury-Coswics 


(2) The moter novenent of the @lst Gds Mecz Liv which, during the period 
from 6 to 9 October, left the Lossa troop training grounds southward, 
then went westward via Dutistaedt-Cerlishausen and, orobably turning 
north via Koelleda~ileldrungen, reached Wighway No €0 near Ganzerhausen. 
Cther sources reported these motor eloments »xassin, through ualle, 
cotting from the cirection of Tisleben and proceecdin: in the cirection 


25X1B of Koethen. large 
elements of the 39th and 7th Gds ¢{t2 nifle Divs must have moved by 
road. 


6, All troops were asseribled on 10 Cctober, The XWVITI ss 0g iifle Corps, 
Ted Force, probubly hac assured a cefensive position in the Jarby~Aken ~ 
Logslau section on the north bank of the “be wiver et nad advanced 
reconnaissance units across the river prior to the besinnine of the exer~ 
cine, The reinforced .NIk ads its hifle Corps of the .. “hate lorce : ttack~ 
ing from tho south cislodred these Red reconnaissance units anc reached 
the south bani of the clbe Kiver by 11 Getober, The first .hite clenents 
probally crossed tho river in the evening on 11 Octouer anc, Curing that 
night, constructed rive bridges mak ing it possible for the bulk to cross 
in a ver; short tine, The larse white artillery jreup joinec the ar 

fds ite Lifle Corps in its zone of action, moving from an assembly area 
southeast of Dessau and east of the Vulde iver and advancing from east 
to wast at right angles to the movenents of the other Uhite tracps. Gn 

5 October, the 36th Pon Bridge Mest of the group had been assisned the 
oroblen of constructing a bridge across the culde iiver near Hlentsch to 
facilitate the movenent of the artillery units when crossing the river 
westward, This action was carried out before the assembly movements that 
were still under way on 9 Cctober, anc it cannot be determined whether 
the operation was a special exercise or merely a practice, 


fo “he attack of the .«hite main group which procceded from the south in the 
direction of cerbst via the ikeneBrambach area was supported by a smaller — 
croup which, acvancing fron the wooded area nortneast of Locdderitz, pre- 
panty crossed on ferries and attacked toward serbst fron the southvest. 
is Yerbst, which is at the intersection of five roads on which the Led 
Units had to retreat northward after bein; dislodged from the north bank 
of the river, was vital to beth forces, the aguressor wantec to cepture 
this toint at the carlicst possi ble moment. Therefore, heavy fisting 
with extensive cuplosnent of artillery and air force ceveloped in that 
area on 13 Cctober, lcd units were to waintair possession or the air- 
field of aerbst a8 a strong point for tectical reasons. 
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supplied the information on the construction of 
bridges. He stated that in places at which the minimm width of the — 
Elbe River was 250 meters and on a frontage of 6 km, five bridges were 
built across the river during the night of 11 October. Of the five 
built, three were pontoon bridges with three-section equipment, one wes 
an fron plle-bent bridge, and one was an underwater bridge on piles, 
probably a foot bridge for personnel, Although this report is uncon- 
firmed, 1+ appears credible inasmch as 2 engineer regiments of the 
GOFG, 1 army engineer regiment, 1 corps engineer battalion and 2 divisional 
engineer battalions were available. However, the construction of the 
pile-bent bridge must have taken at least_24 hours. a 
the tactical aspect of building a larse number of bridues curing one 
night indicates that the .hite aggressor attempted to bring strong 
forces including numerous heavy batteries across the river in order 
to follow up the retreating enemy With massed .orces and long-range 
fire, This principle of in .ediate pursuit was also emphasized in 
numerous suallescale exercises of tank units this summer, 


Comparison of the leading areas usec after completion of the exercise 
with the unloading areas used prior to the beginning of the exercise 
shows that curing the nericd from 13 to 15 Ce Lober, the shite forces 
advanced continuously, probably as far as the Belzic-Uarby lino, and 
threw the hed XXVIII dds tia hifle Corps back as far as the area of 
Altenzrabow, The exercise anded with this action on 15 Cctober.2 and 4 


Only incomplete informatior is available on the particioation of the 
2th air Army. The srounc attack roginent stationed in Dessau took 
off at 10:30 a.m. and landed in Lossau avain at 3:30 pom. on 9 Cotober. 
It is, therefore, believed that on that day the reciment made an inter-~ 
modiate iandin; at an unidentified airfielc farther south, 4s the air- 
craft hac the markings of the white force, there is reason for believing 
that they attacked the acseubly areas of the ed forces, The cround 
atiack reginent stationed in Trandenburg-rado moved from Brandenburc 
to wcscau on 10 October ard was vrobauly assicnoc a similar mission. 
the fighter division in Uersebure ~Alt-Loennewite-ceorbst was involved 
in the exorcise on 15 Cctober, 


#11 aruy units of the eighth Ode ‘ary anc the IV arty Corps moved on 


135 trains fron the loading areas north of the flbe Tiver to their 
home stations during tue period from 16 to 19 Octover,2 
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15, ‘he exercises was used vis train the headquarters ar aEoene at arcy 
level on the following subjects: 


ae “ntraining and detraining. 


BR. stablishment areas anc movements frou and to these aross ly 
. headquarters during limited periods of tine. 


C, Wandling of logistical problems by transportation offices and 
heating of the operational and structural oe of the rail- 
road system, 


D, Veter movenents on highways and roads over preat Cistances in- 
volving problens of fucl supply. 


B. Lateral moverents in the combat zone by large artillery units - 
movin; through other troops involving traffic control problens. 


F, River defense and delaying actions in successive positions. 
& lLefense of stron; points, 


ii, bride ouildi nity With eashasis on time and rapid river crossings 
' by laree concentrated elenents.: 


Ie rsuit followin; 1 penetrat ion. 


Tt cannot ve determined whether the headquarters ané troops 
' involved were able to cope with. these problems successfully, 


16, Uowever, the information on the onrineer “training in river croswing 
which had already been eaphasized in 1951 and was described in para- 
xaph 3 of the present roport allows the followin: conclusions: 

‘The source who reported on budcges, statec that five bridces were 
built during one nicht and vere ane iantled until 15 Ceteber, then the 
exercise was probably coupleted.? The construction of the pile~bent 
bridge and the underwater foot. bridge on piles was extromely fast and 
was ater accomplished that rapidly because of criticism by Soviet 
Marshal I, Honev, who in 1951, had reprinanced the sane engineer 

“units at the game sector of the Ulbe Liver for slowness, The command 
ing enginecr officers nay, therefore, have felt compelled to estab- — 
lish record times this year. In support of this conclusion, it was 
repeatecly reported by sources that the cnpineer units concerned 
crilled in the pape places on the Llbe liver sector durinre the sumer 
training periods, 


1. Conrent, ee Amnmex 1, * 


25X14 Aee See Aroex 2. 
3. 


See aynex 3, 
See annex lo 


Seo Annex 5, 


out ente - 
study is vaged. 


vee Annex G for a list of reports, on which this 
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Trains of the #ishth Gds Aray anc the IV Arty Corps curing the Period fron 


.The information is based on reports by threo sources, 


Shipnent-Recard Number Unit untraining ‘Yumter of 


Area Trains 
753uh through 75347 U/i arty urig of the Uhréruf iE 3° 
XXVIII Gds iftz Nifle , ) 
Corps ) 
a. A 
75348 through 75350 20th Gds Meez Div Chrdruf 3») 
| , ) 
75614 through 75626 97th AAA Regt (US)  Chrdruf 3) 
| of the XXVIIT Gds ) 
itz Rifle Corps ) 
Tae ae ) 
75617 39th Gds lite lifle Ohrdruf 1 ) 9 trains 
Div ) to home 
) stations 
75619 20th Gds Lecz Div Chrdruf 1 ) 
| 7 ) 
75620 through 75623 Hq units of the ~ Ohraruf ) 
- XXVIII Gds ittz “ifle ) 
corps ), 
) 
7562 through 75633 20th Gds Liecz Liv Chrdruf - 10 ~~ ) 
) 
7563 through 75642 ilq units of the XXIX iisenach — 9) 
Gds titz Lifle Corps : ) 
‘ ) 
75643 through 75650 57th Gds Mute hifle Lisenach 8 ) 
Liv ) 
. ) 
7565. through 75659 21st Gds Hecz Div Lossa 6 
| 3 enn? Ae : 
: Total L9 
75660 through 78683 20th Gds Necz Div —Ohrdruf ob) 
) 
7568) through 75687 lq units of the Ghrcruf hh) 
XXVIII Gds MNtz title ) 
Corps ) 
) 
75688 through 75693 20th Gds ecg Liv Ohrdaruf 6) 
; Bont) 
7569), through 75699 21st Uds Meez Liv Lossa 6. )j 
) 
75701 through 75702 57th Gds Htz Rifle = “4senach 2) 
Div . ) 
) 
75702 through 75705 Hq units of the XXIX Misenach a: 
Gds itz «ifle Corps ) 
7 | | ) 
75706 threugh 75707 39th Gds itz Rifle Div Chrdruf 2 ) 
75717 19th Indep Gds ingr Bad Keesen 1 ) 
Bn of the ‘lighth Gds : ) 
A ) 


army 
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‘75719 throuch 75722 
75606 


75607 


75865 


75732 through 75725 


75736 through 75737, 


75:76 through 754,°7 


7560), 


o 
a 
F3 
~ 
G 
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Unit untraining 
Area 

13ti AAA Div .oinar 
9lst Siz Negt (US) .«einar 
of the Eighth dds 
dirny : 
53d Sig Bn (US) of Chrdruf 
the AXVITI Gds Htz 
hifle Corps 
880th Ener Bn cf Templin 
the XXVIII dds itz 
lifle Corps 
12th iv ilew arty Brandenburg 


Brig (US) of the 
IV Arty Corps 


2th NL Brig of the Promitz 
IV arty Corps 


vlenents of the 3th Arty 
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[ 


donex 1 


we Dom 


Tanger 2 


-iv of the IV ‘rty Corps huette 
Elements of the 3hth Arty Stendal 1 
Liv of the IV Arcy Corps 

Totai 6h, 
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Trains 


6 trains 
to the 
Lessau-< 
wie senburg 
area 
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Curing the Period from 16 to 19 Octover 1952, 
. er AO cn LN a SLOT EA A CIENTS Eee tnetelnenine sia “Ee 


The information is based on reports by six sources, 


Shiraent-Record Number 


Trains 
a nce neta tn ee eer eee AS 


75885 through 


Unit 


untraining 4rea 


r 


i fron the 
ween naes 


Wumber of 


75915 20th Gds “lecz Div 4lesar-4]ten= 3h 
grabow 
75916 through 75930 39th dds Itz kifle Lindau 15 
Div 
(Sth Gds ner in e@insdort ) 
75931 throvgh 75933 220th Mv Tank SP Ledlitz 3 
. negt of the sichth 
Gds famay 
7503) throuzh 75910 Bist Gds Veer Biv NedLitz ? 
759u1 through 75916 39th dés Itz Lifle — Loburs 6 
Ly 
75Sh7 through 7595" IV Arty Uorps Lobure gy 
75956 through 75952 U/i arty orig of the welzi¢ 3 
ZXVITI Gds tz Rifle 
. Corps , 
75959 through 75962 13th ALA Div Uelzig k 
75953 U/i. Arty brie of the veleig 1 
XXVIII Gds lMtz Lifle 
Corps 
7595h Aray troops of the Belgiz 1 
‘ighth uds Army 
7596 iq unit cof the <XVIII selzig 1 
Gds itz Fifle dorps 
75957 316th “L Eegt of the Beleig: 1 
XXVIII Gds Mtz idfle 
GODS 
75970 unidents fie unit 1 
75971 through 75973 30th(?) Arny AP Arty velsic¢ 3 
urig of cho “ighth 
“dds orn 
S674 19th Injep Gds Tngr Aken 1 
. in of the sichth 
Gas Auny 
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Annex 2 
at ke 
Shipnent-lecord Number Unit mntraining Area wumoer of - 
: Trains - 
75075 through 75999 57th Gds itz Rifle wiesenburg= 25 
is Div and Hg units of ' derbst 
the XXIX Gds ‘tz . 
hifle Corps (Engr 
Units .ieinsdorf) 
75001 through 75002 U/i Arty Brig of the Zerbst 2 
: XXIX Gds litz Rifle 
Corps 
7500 through 75014 ) IV Arty Corps LoburceAlten-rabow- 10 
except 75005 ). Magdeburg wid 
75816 through 75827 ) 
except 75622 ) 
75035 80th Ener Bn of the wiesenbure 1 
XXVIII Gds Utz Rifle (for Templin) 
corps 
Total 136 
WChAT/COLTROL ~. USS OFFICIALS. OULY : 
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